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crossed the river and departed for Rudra Parvatha, where she halted. She was followed
even here by her father; furious, she cursed him there to turn into a Green boulder.
The King's city was also cursed by her to become depopulated. The virgin then
commenced tapas on the 'Rudra Parvata' for the grace of Lord Siva. After years
of penance, she obtained the grace of Eswara who then asked her "Why have you
performed tapas with such great strain? What boons shall I confer on thee?" She then
praised the Lord with several 'sthothrams' and said c'Swamy! Grant me union with
thee. I have performed thy japa holding the 'Mallika' and 'Arjuna' flowers, in my
cupped hands; therefore may the garlands of these flowers (always) decorate thy head and
may these flowers form part of thy first name". The Lord granted her wishes and
henceforth became Lord Mallikarjuna. Chandravati was also united with Lord
Mallikarjuna.
The Abhisheka waters of Lord Mallikharjuna flow into the 'theertha" to the north
and the theertha kundam' has by popular usage, therefore, obtained the name of
4Mallika Kuiidarrf. Mahanandi theertha with Mahanandi linga and shrine for the
Lord are to be found at a distance of six yojanas to the south of Srisailam. Long
years ago, a brahmin by name Somamuni performed tapas, obtained the grace of Lord
Siva and obtained a son by the name of Nandi. This Nandi became a wise one (Jnani)
and performed tapas; when Eswara appeared before him to bestow boons of his choice,
he prayed that he desired to be the 'Vahanam' or vehicle of the Lord. This boon was
conferred on him; Nandi then set up a Siva Linga near the theertha, assumed the shape
of a Vrishaba or Bull and become the carrier vehicle of the Lord. The theertham there-
fore is being called Maha Nandi theertham, and the Siva linga there has become famous
as Nandeeswara.
Ahobilam with its famous diamond peak (Vajra Sringa) is at a distance of ten
amadas from Srisailam. Lord Vishnu manifested himself as the Narasimha incarna-
tion emerging out of the Steel Pillar here (Ukku sthamba) and killed the demon Hiranya-
kasipa, protecting the 'Parama Bhagavatha Uttama' Prahlada. This place is known
as Ahobila Narasimha Swamy Sthala.
The Mallikharjuna Mahadeva of Srisailam - the Dakshina Kasi of India - was
worshipped by Maharishis. The area of late has become a very thick forest zone.
In Kaliyuga after the reign of Kings Janamejaya, Narendra and others, the off-
spring of the Chalukya clan Tribhuwana Malla Deva Rayalu and JagadekaMalle Deva
Rayalu were holding reign in Kalyani, their capital; in those days the pillars of the
sanctum sanctorum and the Mukhamantapa carried inscriptions in Hale Kanarese.
These inscriptions are now covered with dust, and grease. There is darkness in these
places and hence it is not possible to produce copies of these inscriptions.
The temple dharmakartha (trustee) of Srisaila Mallikharjuna is a Jangam by
name of Bhiksha Vrithi Santha Lingiah. He is well read and an intellectual; he has
got a mandapam constructed near the temple and is serving the poor by running a